CrossMark

ik for pates

Special Review

Korean J Child Stud 2016;37(6):185-200
https://doi.org/10.5723/kjcs.2016.37.6.185
pISSN: 1226-1688 eISSN: 2234-408X

KJCS

Korean Journal of Child Studies

Early Childhood Teacher’s Professional Ethics:
The Code of Ethical Conduct

Eun-Jin Cho', Sae-Young Han? Hye Eun Shin’

Department of Child Studies, Seoul Women’s University, Seoul, Korea'
Department of Child Development, Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea’
Department of Early Childhood Education, Kyungdong University, Yangju, Korea®

Objective: This study examined the code of ethics, which offers guidelines for early childhood
teachers’ ethical decisions and practices.

Results and Conclusion: In the second section of this paper, the meaning of the code of ethics is
reviewed. The issues of the code of ethics are also investigated to resolve moral and ethical
dilemmas and to maintain high standards of professional conduct in early childhood care and
education. In the third section of this paper, a comparison of the ethical codes in South Korea,
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States is conducted. Based on the results raised in
relation to the code of ethics principles and the results of comparing domestic and international
ethics codes, the fourth section of this paper focuses on three topics in the current and future
direction of the Korean code of ethics: (a) concreteness and clarity, (b) switching from the
viewpoint of least harm to the viewpoint of maximum benefit, and (c) the range of benefits of the
code of ethics. Then, including the existence of the last two codes of ethics, we discuss the
direction of future difficulties currently associated with the situation in Korea.
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Table 1
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Main Contents of the Code of Ethics of Early Childhood Teachers in South Korea, Japan, the United States, and the United Kingdom

Country South Korea Japan United States (US) United Kingdom (UK)
Source Code of ethical ~ Charter and code of National childcare ethics Code of ethical conduct Code of ethics (The
conducts ethical conducts for code of ethics and statement British Association
for daycare kindergarten teachers (National Council on of commitment of Early Childhood
center (Research Center Childcare, n.d.) (NAEYC, 2011) Education (BAECA,
director for Kindergarten 2011)
& teacher Teachers Training
(KEA, 2011) & Improvement of
Appointment System et
al., 2010)
Main Ethics in Kindergarten teacher and ~ Respect for the best Ethical responsibilities ~ Code of ethics: in
contents relation young children interests of children to children relation to children
to infants Guaranteeing the B Idf:als. In relation to families
and young development of — Principles
. p
children children
Ethics in Kindergarten teacher and ~ Cooperation with Ethical responsibilities  In relation to
relation to families protector to families communities
families — Ideals
— Principles
Ethics in Responsibilities of Protection of the plant  Ethical responsibilities  In relation to employers
relation to kindergarten teacher to colleagues
colleagues — Responsibilities to
Teamwork and self- co-workers In relation to colleagues
evaluation — Responsibilities to
employers
User's substitution valve — — Responsibilities to In relation to students
employees)
Supporting local — Ideals In relation to my
children — Principles profession
Ethics in Kindergarten teacher and ~ Responsibility as a Responsibilities to In relation to conduct of
relation to society professional community and research
society society
— Ideals
— Principles
HSUs| E)FY N BN R YRtk Oa 24 A2 o % 9tk v3e] Aol AR FEo] 2 - 9
Aol H A FHom FE R A= B £ A A A7t FAA 22 Al g E o A E e olsi
SRl AElor T Qellool] RS o) 2§ F5e AL 2RI B AL S e BEA ] F 4 oo,
TAA We AABEAL A= & AE S, 71 et w212 Y T ool Yle AR

shdolehs B771 BARALE ggrort, GFe] ot
Ak 7H7} s 2ysd EdElol gtk 715l &
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W, ThEolA =21 o] Mk A, WSy, SHAA, L
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B2 =AE Aisfjof gttt o= obsel tigh f-2]9] 224
oot YUMAFFIITHNAEYC, 2011)."2kaL &o] §ltt. o] =
Huo] @ 7F WALl Hg = waHPHTE ARE )], WA}
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Appendix A,

Code of Ethical Conducts for Daycare Center Directors and Teachers
(Korea Edu-care Association, 2011)
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Appendix B,

Code of Ethical Conducts for Kindergarten Teachers

(Research Center for Kindergarten Teachers' Training &
Improvement of Appointment System et al., 2010)
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